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Based on reports by Michael Berlin, Arthur Berman (in Ztos 
Angeles), Barry Cunningham (in Washington), Rene English 
Jin London), John Oarabedian, Arthur Greenspan (in Middle- 
town. Conn.), William Greaves, Kenneth Gross, Pete HamiU, 
Joseph Kahn, Edward Katcher, Leonard Katz, Murray Kemvton, 
Anthony Prisendor! and Marvin Bmilon, -‘.-U'..,,.. 

The full, inside story of William Manchester’s relations 
with Jacqueline arid Robert Kennedy during the writing of 
“The Death of a President" and the bitter fight to alter 
the book— or even kill it altogether— cah now be disclosed. 

I There is a secret agreement in writing under which 
the principals in the dispute pledge tiiemselves not to dis- 
cuss events connected with tlie book which occurred before 

April 15, 1966. 

/ However, most of those intimately connected with the 
agonizing blrtli of the account of President John F. Ken-i 
nedy’s assassination have talked freely to New York Post ' 
reporters. - j 

Robert Kennedy, Manchester and a score of others 
have told at length their parts in the historic literary bat- 
tle. So have some of the persons Mrs. Kenney delegated 
to go over the manuscript for her.'>* ^ ‘ ‘ ' 

'"Tliere emerges a fantastic story of misunderstandings, 
‘misrepresentations, of broken friendships, changing per- 
sonal evaluations and loyalties, of intrigue— and of money. 

^ The account discloses that In the beginning, nearly 
three years ago, ^*pie thought never entered anyone's head 
that it was going to be an anti-Johnson book," but that as 
it emerged, the author's antipathy tow^ the man who 
succeeded John Kennedy appeared markedly' pronounced 
. even to Manchester’s ^tors. t i; 

w. There was Manchester,^ an extremely s^|isl1iv#} mkn, 
..a mrshipeiL of John Kennedy, ctmingtViade^^ 

r' tensions as the months of - 

' interviewing passed, identi- 
fying himself closely'^^P^ 
the 'leading figures in the 
^ drama he calls "the night- 
mare of our generation.” 

But the day came when, 
in an electric showdown 
meeting with Bobby Ken- 
nedy, he blurted out bitterly: 

"This is not the brother of 
the mmi I kne w.” 

- ’'"“TrIie*"Po«t learned that 
Bobby Kennedy, in one of 
the most crucial and contro- J 
versial moves oi the whole 
dispute, gave in to tlie pres- 
sure of friends and for that Robert. Kennedy 





( reason wired Manchester tliat “the Kennedy family will 
place no obstacle in the way of publication*’ — a message 
sent because he had been told the writer “might jump out 
of a building or something.” ^ ^ 

1. Manchester, distraught after , a stormy ahd bitter 
meeting with Bobby Kennedy in Washington, cried- all the 
way back to New York ih a diartcred plane and was chided 
by his editor, “Stop acting like an old woman,” The Post 
was told. . 

I But a source revealed, the author also showed his 
( mettle during a discussion of profits and the amount to go 
^ Continued on Page B5 
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. But a source revealed, the author also sfiowed his 
njettle during a discussion of profits and the amount ta go 
* Continued on Page 25 

to the Kennedy Memorial Library, turning suddenly 
to Robery Kennedy and saying: ‘Til tcU you one thing 
— I want to be the man who says how much Fm going 
to give to the Library, and nobody should tell me how 
much.*' 
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' to the Kennedy Memortai Library, turnlojf suddenly 
to Robcr>- Kennedy and aayln*: TU lefl you one tiling 

I want to be tlie man who saya how much Tm going 

I to give to the Library, and nobody should me how 
1 1 much.** 

And as personal reiations and evaluallona altered 
under the atreasea, Mancheater, who not long ^ore 
had offered to write apeechea for Bobby Kennedy, ^ 
une time simply rcluied to «ee Kennedy at the Berk- 
ihlre Hotel suite maintained by Look. Chagrined and 
frustrated. Bobby went around the comer, sat on the 
lobby stalra at the Waldorf Astoria and blurted: ‘'Well, 
uliat do we do mm ?" 

The use to be made of 10 hours of Upe, during 
which Jackie Kennedy revealed her intimate recoUec* 
tions, will be discussed in detail in this series and is 
described by a friend of both aides os the keystone in 
the complex dispute. 

★ ★ ★ 

Mancbester Ja pletared as knmrlng wtU that his 
lengthy Intewiew wtth the Preshlenfs widow, ao soon 

( alter the tragedy, aai lulended only “for the 21st 
Century"— part of an extecaive oral history program 
of the Kennedy years. 

Yet the very fact that Arthur Schleslnger Jr., who 
conducted the early questioning of Mrs. Kennedy, 
turned over to Manchester the questioning about the 
assassination made It implicit lo the author that he 
oouW j^aw on the tapes lor his book. 

I BuFhe did not tell Jacqueline, one participant in 
the controversy says, that he was using the material 
ahe believed was b^ng sealed for future historians. 

The Post will disclose that some of the “purple 
pro;e“ of the original draft was considered by Man- 
chester's editor to be Insulting to both President Ken- 
nedy and President Johnson. The editor wrote that 
i the author has “almost deprived tlie marvelous Irish 
[ politician of hia miraculous self’ and tranrformed the 
\ late President Into "the child of Arthur and Guinevere." 
It was some time after the text had become a 
source of eoncem to other*, the account discloses, that 
Jackie first was alerted to the need for revisions by her 
press secretary, Pamela Tumure Timmins, who read 
the manuscript while Jadcie was in Hawaii It was a 
memorandum from Pamela Timmins, who today can- 
not dlscura the book without giving way to tears, that 
marked the beginning of Jackie's concern, 
r Other principals aay, however, that Jackie's first 
I objections came only alter Manchester sold domestic 
1 seriallzatJon rights to Look for $520,000, plus $145,000 
* for world right-. 

The Manchester's thought the fight "all goes back 
to Jackie Bobby released the book— but Jackie was 
angry at the high price, and she just blew up." 

'Throughout the controversy there was an amazing 
discounting of the value of Manchester's book — until 
magazine editors were given copies and reacted al- 
most physically to the power of Manchester's account 
of the assassination. 

★ ★ ★ 

Alibottf h the idea for the book was conceived by 
the Kennsdv' family and the late President's associ- 
ates birgeiy because of their knowledge that *ii num- 
ber of otiuu- writers" were plannirig similar volumess, 
there was little awareness of its potential cash value 
to the author. 

"We thou^t maybe $100,000," says one who was in- 
volved in the story from the b^nnking. “Pierre (Sal- 
inger) was thinking maybe $200,000." But no one, in 
or out of the puhiiihing industry, saw it as the literary 
gold mine of the era. 

Partly because of thia under-evaluation of the proj- 
ect, the memorandum of understanding between Rob- 
ert Keimedy and Manchester was drawn “without 
lawyer* or penums skilled in the puhUshing field," a 



^ Preiidenf Kennedy ef news conference. 


principal recalls. It was an omission to be regretted 
later. 

The Post interviews make clear, however, that 
while awareness of the book'* vahie may have come 
late, there was onrlier awarenc^of the need to pub- 
lish it as soon as possible. Autbdr Jim Bishop, lor one, 
had made inquiries to the Kennedy family in connec- 
tion with the account be had been planning. 

★ ★ ★ 

Publisher*, cenking to aiiranre the publication dat*?, 
told the Kennedy family: “In all fairness to Manches- 
ter, his book hat to come out first" 

And Robert Kennedy, who originally had seen the 
book os “being put away for perhaps as much as S 
or 50 years," acquierced, but ruled out 1S68 as an elec- 
tion year and 1970 because "It would look like some- 
thing turned out just to help m e, w ith all the talk 
of running for the Presidency in 19^" So the decision 
was for 1967. 

These poUtkai considerations, as. opposed to Jai^ie 
Kennedy's rerervationa over passages she consider* 
violated her penmnal feelings Btd those of her 
children. ga\-e rise to much of the acrimony. 

Bobby Kennedy’s friends scanned the ^leys with 
his interests admittedly in mind, but Pamela Timmins, 
berself, in a letter to editor Evan Thomas, suggested 
alterations which went beyond condderatlans of Jac- 
queline Kenned>*'s privacy into other areas. 

Manchester got galleya with suggested changes 
flagged by paper clip*. With this was a letter from 
Jackie saying the changes were needed for the sake 
of her chOdrerL 

“The first six change were about Lyndon John-, 
son’s political career," the author told Murray Kemp- 
ton. “Did that Involve the feelings of the children?" 

By the account of others, however, “about 30 of the 
36 changes were references to personal things about 
Jackie. . - ^ . 


The Bale nf the aeriallzatlon rlghta, which came 
fcnmeasurmbly to complicate the dispute, was dis- 
tressing to Jackie but completed with the knowledge, 
and even the assistance of Bobby Kimnedy. 

Shortly befoie the frenetic weekend when final 
bkh were due on the now-valued property, with one 
editor p(^ed by a phone in a hot room while a rival 
was saQing off MontauK. Bobby Kennedy gave en- 
couragement to a Look editor and told him he was 
wining to help if he could. 

But later, an editor says, “It became JacMe'a show." 
'The Post was told that Jackie, after insi&tlng that 
serialization bo canceled entirely by Look, twice gave 
assurances, once through on emlasar>' to Manchester, 
another time in a letter to Gardner Cowles of Look, 
ihst everything would be all right and she would 
not sue. 

! And Robert Kennedy told a friend in Washington 
there would be no lawsuit because "the family would 
look like book-burners." 

- Bat demands from Jacqueline for changes persisted 
and at the height of the controversy Manchester was 
invited to Hyai^s Port for a w*cckcnd. 

Tlje Poet was told that Manchester assured Jac- 
queline all the dianges she was demanding would be 
made. By phone the galley proofs w*ere ordered fiown 
to Hyannis Port Immediately. 

The day passed pleasantly, taliu w‘ere friendly, 
there was a late-aftemoon Bail and a awlm— during 
which Manchester wondered if he was going to drown 
and if be did what would happen to the bcok. 

Manchester left lor home, stopping on the way at 
the a’xport where, The Post was told, he gave orders 
that the galleys be flown right back to New York 
without the Kennedys seeing th«n. 

★ ★ ★ 

As on-agaln, off-ogaln progress toward agreement 
on changes continued, the Kennedys are pictured as 
Increasingly bewildered by Manchester’s attitude. 
Promises were given that changes would be mode— 
but nothing happened, they said. 

Bobby Kennedy said that the Harper editor in 
diarge of the book, the same who handled John Ken- 
nedy's books, failed to tell them he hod no control erver 
the editing of the Look serializatlaa 

At another meeting with Manchester, Kennedy 
felt he had received a promise of a revision, but was 
coneemed by Manchester’s emotional involvement 
with the story and his repeated protestations that he 
was "sick." 

The lawsuit, which almost everyone intimately in* 
vedved on both aides considered unthinkable, was de- 
rided upon by Jadde alter a turn-around flight to 
Europe by Coas Canfield, executive chairman of Hju> 
per & Row, expressly to. talk Manchester into meet- 
ing her demands. Omfleid, before leaving, assured 
her the alterations would be made. 

The Post account will tell of the London session 
which was ao tense that no one could m breakfast, 
at which Canfield asked Manchester to meet Jac- 
queline’s latest demands. 

Manchester, "in a state of shocked dismay^ and 
angry as well" dug in his heels and refused to budge 
post a certain point. Canfield returned unhappily to 
New York and wrote Jackie a brief note about his 
transatlantic mission. 

"One paragraph was about Book-of-the-Monlh Club 
sales: the other two said that he was sorry' but Mr. 
Manchester had not agreed to the requested change*," 
an Intermediary recalls. “That's the point when Jackie 
decided to sue." 


★ ★ ★ 

OUiers observe Muit by that time — la.st November 
—the Kennedys could have obtained all the riranges 
they wanted. The decision to sue. they hold, was to 
establish p-oof that the book no longer had the Ken- 
nedy ical of apprm-al The 3 ' wanted to shake loose 
from the political embarrassment 

Throughout the complex negotiations, there was 
the growing feeling by the Kennedys Urat tirclr ad- 
voaaries were getting tougher, standing their ground 
against changes more stubbomH', because they felt 
certain the family would not sue. 

There was miscalculation cm both sides. 

"They thoui^t it would be too politically danger- 
ous for me if the whole thing was brought into court," 
Robert K«med>' says. 

But Jadtie, too, felt tiiat the other side would not 
chance a court action and would give in. 

She told Manchester at Hyannis Port: 

"Unless I run off with Eddie Fisher, the people 
will think that anyone who is in a fight with me is 
a rat" 

On Dec. 14, Jacqueline filed notice of a suit, 
“horrible as a trial will be." 

TOMOBBOW: The PnB Story Beghia. 






